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LATE  NEWS 


Mexioc)^  Department  of  National  Economy  and  Agriculture  has  set  the 
cattle  export  quota  at  200  thousand  head  for  the  remainder  of  1952,  This 
includes  live  cattle  and  meat, 

The  consumption  of  raw  cotton  in  India  is  continuing  on  a  very  high 
level.    Cloth  production  by  Indian  cotton  textile  mills  reached  a  record 
high  of  h22.k  million  yards  during  July  1952.    This  compares  with  350-7 
million  yards  in  July  1951  and  the  1951  monthly  average  of  339.7  million, 

In  French  Equatorial  Africa  a  record  cotton  crop  of  lii-5,000  bales 
(500  pounds  gross)  was  produced  in  1951-52,  compared  with  93^000  beilos  a 
year  earlier.    This  increase  was  attributed  to  favorable  weather,  less  insect 
damage,  and  the  incentive  provided  by  the  Government  to  increase  production. 

The  Government  of  Venezuela  has  reaontly  announced  that  it  will  purchase 
any  jm't  of  the"T952--53  oottori~crrop  which  is  not  purcliased  by  mills.  The 
price  paid  to  growers  would  be  equivalent  to  nearly  50  U.S.  cents  per 
pound  for  Type  A, 
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Published  weekly  to  inform  producers,  processors,  distributors  and  con- 
sumers of  fam  pr'Dduots  of  current  developments  abroad  in  the  crop  and 
livestock  industries,  foreign  trends  in  prices  and  consumption  of  farm 
products,  and  world  agricultural  trade.    Circulation  of  this  periodical 
is  free  to  persons  in  the  U.S.  needing  the  inf oiTnati on  it  contains  in 
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NORTH  TEMPERATE  ZONE  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION  FORECAST  LOWER 

Tobacco  production  for  1952  in  the  Nortii  Temperate  zone  is  expected  to  be  k 
percent  below  1951.    This  forecast  is  baaed  on  early  crop  indications  and  the  final 
outturn  may  vary  considerably  when  later  estimates  become  available  for  several  of 
the  major  producing  countries. 

The  1952  tobacco  crop  is  now  forecast  at  5,^22  million  pounds  compared  vlth 
5,635  million  pounds  in  1951.    Decreased  production  in  Nortii  America  and  tiie  South- 
eastern part  of  Europe  accounts  for  most  of  the  decline  in  1952  prospects.  This 
decrease  also  in  part  is  attributable  to  drought  last  summer,  but  it  is  exi:)ected 
to  be  partly  offset  by  slight  increases  in  the  Asiatic  and  North  African  countries. 

NORTH  AMERICA 

The  United  States  crop,  including  all  types,  was  forecast  as  of  September  1 
at  2,210  million  pounds  comparud  with  last  season's  output  of  2,328  million  pounds. 
This  decrease  is  a  result  of  tlie  dry  weather  which  occurred  in  practically  all  the 
major  producing  areas  during  the  growing  season. 

The  1952  flue -cured  crop  is  forecast  at  1,380  million  pounds  comt^ai-ed  with 
1,452  million  pounds  in  1951.    Bur ley  production  for  1952,  forecast  at  606  million 
pounds,  is  10  million  less  than  in  1951-    Maryland  tobacco  output  of  about  38 -0 
million  pounds  is  also  below  the  hi. 6  million  hai'vested  in  1951*    Fire --cured  out- 
put, placed  at  49.7  million  is  sharply  below  last  year's  crop  of  59-5  million, 
while  cigar  leaf  is  forecast  at  only  108.4  million  pounds  compared  witxi  12-6.6 
million  pounds  in  1951. 

Forecast  for  the  United  States  flue -cured  production  as  of  September  1  places 
this  season's  output  at  about  5  percent  below  the  1951  output.    The  quaiit;>^  of  tixe 
1952  leaf  is  reportedly  lower  tiian  average  due  to  tne  dry  weather  during  some  of 
the  growing  season. 

No  official  estimates  have  been  received  for  Canada's  1952  flue -cured  tobacco 
crop;  however,  a  substantial  decrease  is  expected  as  the  tot^il  acreage  planted  to 
tobacco  tliis  year  was  about  25  percent  below  1951'    Reports  indicate  tlint  this 
year's  tobacco  crop  will  bo  of  bettor  quality  than  the  I95I  harvest. 

EUROPE 

The  total  1952  production  in  P]urope,  excluding  tlie  Soviet  Union,  i;j  estimated 
at  about  780.O  million  pounds  as  compared  with  86O.O  million  pounds  in  1951.  The 
smaller  output  is  primarily  due  to  the  lack  of  rain  during  th^  growing  season  in  the 
Southeastern  Eui'opoan  area.    The  production  in  the  Wostorn  European  countries  is 
forecast  at  approximately  the  same  level  as  last  year.     It  has  been  reported  that 
the  quality  of  the  crop  in  Germany  this  year  is  below  average. 

SOVIET  UNION 

Authentic  information  on  tobacco  production  in  tlie  Soviet  Union  has  not  been 
available.    However  unofficial  reports  indicate  tJ-iis  year's  crop  to  be  about  the 
same  as  1951  but  still  ik  percent  below  the  525-0  million  pounds  prewar  average. 
The  quality  of  the  leaf  will  probably  be  below  average  as  a  result  of  unfavorable 
weather  conditions. 

ASIA 

Fragmentary  information  on  this  year's  crop  in  China  indicates  an  output  com- 
parable to  1951  but  still  below  the  1,593  million  pounds  harvested  in  19^8.  In- 
creases were  reported  for  Japan,  Turkey,  Syria,  Iraq  and  Iran.    Toteil  Asiatic  pro- 
duction for  1952  is  placed  at  1,820  million  pounds  as  compared  with  1,800  million 
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AFRICA 

The  1952  tobacco  production  in  the  North  Temperatare  zone  of  Africa 
is  expected  to  be  higher  than  1951.    The  combined  production  for  Algeria, 
Morocco  and  Tunisia  is  forecast  at  a  bout  h"]  .0  million  pounds  compar  ed  with 
only  U2.5  million  pounds  in  1951. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly 'scheduled  articles  on  world  agri- 
cultiu*al  production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  fielations 
Committee    on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.     It  is  based  in  part 
upon  U.S.  Foreign  Service  reports. 


COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


FATS  AND  OILS 

PREVIEW  OY  OLIVE 
OIL  SUPPLIES  1/ 

The  production  of  olive  oil  from  the  1952  olive  crop  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean P^asin  is  likely  to  be  down  sharply  from  a  year  earlier,  accoraing 
to  prehaipvest  forecasts  in  the  important  producing  areas.    When  latest 
revisions  are  taken  into  account,  last  year' s  Mediterranean  olive  oil 
output  stands  at  a  record  1.6  million  short  tons.    A  decline  this  year 
was  more  or  less  inevitable,  because  a  short  crop  normally  follows  a 
large  crop  in  a  2-year  cycle.    It  is  only  the  extent  of  the  expected  decline 
that  has  recently  received  considerable  attention  from  trade  and  official 
sources. 

Early  forecasts  are  not  entirely  reliable  and  there  ar-e  some  v  ide 
differences  of  opinions  within  the  same  producing  areas.    However,  there 
seems  to  be  general  agi'eement  that  a  substantial  -decline  is  in  prospect, 
perhaps  as  much  as  700,000  short  tons.    Olive  crop  prospects  are  much 
lower  than  last  yeeir  in  the  important  producing  countries  of  Spain,  Italy, 
Greece,  and  Portugal.    Only  Tunisia  and  Turkey,  among,  the  larger  pro- 
ducers,' expect  increases. 

If  the  1952  crop  yields  sroimd  900,000  tons  of  oil,  it  would  repre- 
sent a. return  to  about  the  \9k^~k9  average  production  and  only  slightly 
below  the  1935~39  average.    Thus  it  might  be  looked  upon  as  an  average 
crop,  substantially  above  the  recent  short  crops  of  IShQ  and  I95O.  More- 
over, this  year's  production  will  be  supplemented  with  relatively  high, 
if  not  record,  carryin    stocks  at  the  be,glnning  of  the  new  crushing  season. 
Because  of  the  record  1951  harvest,  olive  oil  stx)cks  from  the  previous 
crop  may  range  around  ^50,000  tons.    Accordingly,  production  plus  carry- 
over should  mean  adequate  supplies  for  consumption  and  export  during  1953. 

1/  The  regular  summary  of  the  Mediterraaeen  Basin  olive  oil  situation  is 
scheduled  for  release  In  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  on  December  I5,  1952. 
Later  information  m£.y  alter  this  preliminary  review  to  a  considerable 
extent . 
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U.  S.  lARD  EXPORTS  IN  1952 
EXCEED  RATE  OS'  lAST  YEAR  l/ 

Lard  exports  from  the  United  States  in  January -July  of  1952,  total- 
ing 217,908  short  tons,  exceeded  the  205,138  tons  exported  In  the  compar- 
ahle  period  of  1951-    Whether  exports  in  calendai'  1952  will  gurpaes,  or 
even  equal,  the  3^^,253  tons  exported  in  1951,  however,  is  problematical. 
The  major  reason  is  that  the  United  Kingdom,  which  took  one -third  of  the 
lard  exported  in  1951,  and  a  considerable  share  in  January -May  1952,  took 
no  lard  in  Juno  and  July.    And,  according  to  indications,  the  Kingdom 
will  not  purchase  more  during  the  year  unless  the  Government  alters  its 
present  policy  in  respect  to  dollar  credits  for  Itird  procurement.  More- 
over, there  is  doubt  whether  ttio  loss  of  the  Unit^jd  Kingdom  market  will 
be  offset  by  incroaaod  pm'chasos  by  other  countrius.    On  the  other  hand, 
the  price  of  good-quality  lard  is  at  a  low  level.    And  for  this  reason 
r-)xports  from  the  Qnitud  States  are  expected  to  remain  high  throughout 
the  remaining  montha  of  1952. 

In  January -June  of  this  year,  exports  of  lard  totaled  201,698  short 
tons,  about  20  percent  more  than  in  the  first  half  of  I95I.    In  July, 
however,  they  totaled  only  16,210  tons,  less  than  half  the  36,015  tons 
moved  out  in  July  1951- 

The  montlily  pattern  of  export  volume  in  January -June  1952  differed 
considerably  from  tl)at  of  the  first  6  mont^ia  in  1951  •    This  year  there 
was  a  stt'ong  dowiiwsrd  trend  in  the  volume  of  exports;  in  1951  the  trend  was 
upward.    In  1952  nearly  70  percent  of  tlie  January -June  tonntvge  moved  in 
the  first  quarter.    In  1951  tlie  proportion  for  tlie  comparable  period  was 
only  ^40  percent.    This  is  accounted  for  largely  by  tlie  successively  sharp 
drops  in  consignments  to  the  United  Kingdom  after  February  of  this  year, 
and  tho  fact  that  exports  to  the  Kingdom  in  i951  did  not  reach  a  high 
level  until  the  second  quarter.    Moreover,  in  contrast  with  last  year, 
exports  to  Mexico  in  the  first  quarter  of  1952  were  substantially  greater 
tiian  in  the  second  q\i£irtor. 

By  destination,  more  than  half  of  the  lard  exported  from  the  United 
States  in  January -June  went  to  Western  Europe.    Of  this  quantity,  which 
totaled  117,5^1-3  tons,  the  United  Kingdom --the  largest  single  outlet  of 
all  countries  for  the  above  period--took  il9,883  tons,  probably  the  un- 
shipped residual  of  the  large  purchases  made  in  1951'    Major  quantities  of 
lard  were  exported  also  to  Western  German^'',  tlie  Netherlands,  Austria,  and 
Y\igoslavia. 

Fully  one -third,  or  70,21^  tons,  of  the  lard  exported  went  to  North 
American  countries.  Cuba,  ranking  a  close  second  to  tho  United  Kingdom., 
took  h'J ,^hZ  tons.    And  12,Mi-9  tons  was  taken  by  Mexico. 


1/  A  more  extensive  statement  will  soon  be  published  8.s  a  Foreign  Agri- 
culture Circular  available  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D,  C. 
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Exports  to  South  America  totaled  12,720  tone,  roughly  3  times  the 
volume  exported  in  the  first  half  of  1951.    The  largest  single  quantity 
went  to  Peru,  vhich  took  5,405  tons.    Quantities  exported  to  Colombia  and 
Venezuelfi  wore  3/338  and  1,909  tons,  respectively. 

Stocks  of  lard  in  tiiu  United  States  are  large.    On  August  1  factory 
nnd  warehouse  stocks  totalled  203  million  pounds,  tho  highest  in  k  years, 
and  more  than  twico  tiie  91  million  po\inds  on  hand  August  1,  1951-  In 
the  postwar  period  loi-d  stocks  as  of  August  1  were  the  highest  in  19^7  and 
19^18  when  they  totaled  236  million  pounds  and  217  million  pounds, 
respectively. 

CUBAN  BIPORTS  OF  lARD  AND  IITEriBlLE 
TAU,0W  DOWN  IN  APRIL -JIFiTE 

Cuban  importa  of  lard  and  renvliired  pork  fat  in  April-June  1952,  total 
ing  33.2  million  pounds,  were  sharply  lower  than  the  record  quantity  of  56 
million  pounds  recoived  in  tjie  first  quarter,  reports  Agricultural  Attache 
Thomas  R.  Reid,  Amoricim  Kmbassy,  Havana.    In  the  second  quarter  imports 
of  inedible  t?.5llow  and  grease  aroountod  to  5'^  million  pounds,  a  decline 
from  tlie  6.2  million  pounds  iinporte'd  in  January -March. 

Production  of  lard  in  tlie  second  quarter  was  small  because  a  large 
number  of  hogs  were  placed  on  the  market  as  fresh  pork.    The  popular 
tendency  in  Cuba  is  to  "farm  feill"  the  hogs.    For  this  reason  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  estimate  the  number  slaughtered.    Nevertheless,  it  is  estimated 
that  65,000  hogs  wore  slaughtered,  somewhat  more  than  the  60,000  estimated 
to  have  been  alau;3ht3red  in  the  first  quarter  of  1952  and  tho  lust  quarter 
of  1951. 

CUBA:    Imports  of  1  ^rd  and  rendered  pork  fat, 
by  quarters,  1950-52 


(1,000  rounds) 


Quai'tcr 

\  1950 

1  1951 

1952 

k9,Q0k 

56,120 

:    25,  vr/ 

•  33,235 

 :  h^,3ll 

.  31,558 

•  39,1^^6 

 :  139,783 

1^^5,985 

American  Embassy,  Havana. 


Ccnsumption  of  lard  in  the  aecjnd  quarter  is  estimated  at  about  38 
millioB  pounds,  a  reduction  from  the  record  quantity  of  about  kO  million 
pounds  estimated  to  have  been  consumed  in  January -M-iirch .    The  high  level 
of  consumption  in  tho  first  6  months  of  this  year  reflects  tiio  strong  pur- 
chasing power  derived  from  the  harvest  of  Cuba's  largest  sugar  cane  crop 
on  record.    The  crop  provided  groator  income  to  both  laborers  and  cane 
growers.    By  the  middle  of  the  second  qvifoi'ter,  however,  a  large  percentage 
of  the  sugar  mills  had  completed  tlieir  1952  operations  and  buying  power 
began  to  weaken. 
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Wholesale  prices  of  imported  prime  steam  lard  in  Aprii-June,  rsflect- 
ing  changes  in  the  Chicago  quotations^  fluctuated  from  19.5  to  17,25  cents 
per  pound. 

Inventories  of  lard  increased  in  both  the  first  and  second  quarters 
due  to  the  large  imports  and  despite  strong  market  demand. 

Tallow  and  grease  production  in  Cuba,  in  each  of  the  first  2  quarters 
of  1952  is  estimated  at  about  2.8  million  pounds.    Thus,  with  the  imports 
indicated  above,  total  supplies  in  April -June  vere  estiroated  at  8.2 
million  pounds,  somewlmt  less  than  the  9.0  million  pounds  in  January-March. 

CUBA:    Imports  of  inedible  tallow  and  grease, 
by  quarters,  1950-52 

(Million  pounds) 


Quarter 

1950 

'  1951 

:  1952 

January "March. 

:  8.0 
:  5.6: 

9.7 
8.7- 

8.8 
Ik, 6 
'  6,2. 
^.7 

:  6.2 
:  5.^ 

July-September .......... 

Total.  .  ,  ..  " 

32.0 

35.3 

American  Embassy,  Bavanfj . 


Prices  for  imported  fancy  tallow,  delivered  to  soap  factories,  varied 
from  8.24  cents  per  pound  in  April  1952  to  9.30  cents  by  the  end  of  June. 
In  the  same  period  domestic  fancy  tallow  varied  from  8.38  cents  to  3.75 
cents  per  pound. 

FRENCH  WEST  AFRICA  REPORTS  INCREASE  IN 
EXPORTS  OF  OILSEEDS;  DECREASE  IN  OILS 

French  West  Africa  exported  163,303  short  tons  of  vegetable  oilseeds 
and  17,398  tons  of  vegetable  oils  during  the  first  k  months  of  1952, 
according  to  R.M.  Sheehan,  American  Consulate  General,  Daliar,  Compared 
with  the  same  period  of  1951  oilseed  shipments  increased  I7  percent  where- 
as oil  shipments  decreased  kO  percent.     Despite  the  total  tonnage  Increase, 
the  total  value  was  2^0,505,000  CFA  francs  ($l,37i)-,3lii-)  less  tiian  in  the 
corresponding  h  months  of  last  year. 

The  increase  in  oilseed  exports  is  accounted  for  largely  by  heavier 
shipments  of  peanuts  (115,^73  shelled  and  11, 12^  unshelled  against  92,776 
and  lh-,k'-)3  tons,  respectively,  in  the  same  months  of  1951).    This  was  the 
result  of  the  larger  1951-52  peanut  crop.    Exports  of  shea  nuts  also  were 
up  significantly- "from  8,711  to  16,075  tons.    On  the  other  liand,  exports 
of  palm  kei-nels  decreased  from  22,956  to  l8,bll  tons. 
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The  drop  in  oil  shipments  is  explained  prJiiclpally  by  the  decrease  in 
crude  peonut  oil  (from  2l|-;730  to  12; 220  tons)  oud  in  crude  palm  oil  (from  • 
3,510  to  2,220  tons)  . 

Peanut  prices  were  lower  thiin  during. the  if-rnonth  period  of  1951  (97 
Metropolitan  francs  per  kiio(p:»ajn  or  13  cents  per  pomid  a^i^alnst  115  f. fanes 
or  15  centr.)  .    This  decrease,  plus  Iwer  prices  for  palm  and  other  crude 
oils,  accounts  in  part  for  the  lower  value  received  for  1952  exports  for 
the  period. 

Local  peanut  oil  refiners  do  not  expect  crude  peanut  oil  exports, 
especially  to  Metropolitan  France,  to  improve,  at  least  in  the  immediate 
future,  because  of  the  lai'se  stocks  on  hand  in  that  market  at  the  outset 
of  1952  (about  90,000  tons). 

Over  80  percent  of  the  total  tonnti.^'e  of  vegetable  oilseeds  and  oils 
exported  from  Jonuai^y  to  April  1952  went  to  Retiopoliten  France. 

INDONESIA'S  PALM  OIL  AIW  PALM 
KEMF.L  EXPORTS  UP  SHARPLY 

Indonesia's  exports  of  paLn  oil  and  palm  kernels  durin^^  the  first  half 
of  1"^^52,  amounting  to  h'J,622  and  1^4-, 658  short  tons,  respectively,  were  up 
sharply  (57  and  91  percent)  from  Bhipments  in  the  comparable  period  of  19^1, 
reports  M.W.  Meyer,  American  Embassy,  DJakai'ta.    Oil  exports  consisted  of 
35,i|82  ttDns  to  the  Netherlands,  11,850  to  the  United  Kin:;dom,  and  290  tons 
to  Germany  while  13.3^0  tons  of  kernels  were  consigned  to  the  Netherlands 
and  1,298  tons  to  Gennany.    Cui^rent  trade  agreements  concluded  by  Indonesia 
with  10  Europeaji  countries  and  Japan  provide  for  Indonesian  exports  of  palm 
oil.    Trade  agreemonta  also  call  for  exports  of  palm  kernels  to  6  European 
countries  and  Australia  and  for  exports  of  palm  kernel  oil  to  West  Germany 
and  Italy 

Pi'oduction  of  palm  oil  for  the  first  6  months  was  68,lhk  tons,  or  eui 
increase  of  about  one-third  from  the  comptirable  period  of  1951.  Second 
quarter  output,  however,  was  down  10  percent  from  the  first  quarter.  K€5rnel 
production  for  the  6-month  period  amounted  to  i8,U69  tons,  or  37  pei-'cent 
above  the  stimc  period  of  I95I.    All  of  the  kernels  and  virtually  all  of  the 
oil  were  produced  in  Sumatra 

Mont}ily  average  export  prices  of  pain  o:il  on  the  Djakarta  market  de- 
creased successively  from  98. 60  rupiahs  per  100  kilograms  ($235  per  short 
ton)  in  January  to  220.50  rupiahs  ($175)  in  May  end  June.     (The  rupiah  was 
devaluated  on  Februer-y  k,  I952.)      See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  August  I8, 
1952.      Unit  veilues  of  palm  oil,  based  upon  volume  and  value  of  exports 
during  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  were  as  follows:    April--2,683  rupiahs 
per  metric  ton  ($21'+  per  short  ton);  May— 2,796  rupiahs  ($223);  and  June-- 
2,533  rupiahs  ($202).    Compiitations  of  average  unit  values  show  continuing 
decreases  in  palm  kernel  values  from  1,715  rupiahs  per  metric  ton  ($136  per 
short  ton)     in  February  to  1,'^83  rupiahs  ($118)  in  June. 

•  Stocks  of  palm  oil  (estates)  and  palm  kernels  (Sumatra  estates)  as  of 
the  end  of  Jiuie  were  reported  at  5,400  and  2,325  tons,  respectively. 
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Acting  to  curb  falling  domestic  production  of  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels, 
the  Government  reduced  the  additional  export  duty  of  15  percent,  vhich  had 
"been  levied  on  these  2  export  products,  to  5  percent  effective  August  1- 
December  3I,  1952.     (See  Foreign  Crops  ai:id  Markets,  August  I8,  1952.)  This 
step,  while  recognized  by  trade  sources  as  a  move  in  the  right  direction, 
will  not,  in  their  opinion,  provide  a  long-term  cure  for  the  present  plight 
of  palm  oil  estates.    Among  the  difficulties  experienced  have  been  labor 
troubles,  poor  harvests  and  adverse  production  trends,  and  increased  wages 
and  freiglit  rates.    Moreover,  as  noted  by  one  company,  no  improvement  was 
expected  in  oil  prices  because  of  the  general  use  of  synthetic  products  as 
substitut-ea  for  palm  oils  by  soap  factories  end  the  unfavorable  Indonesian 
export  duty  on  palm  oil  as  compared  with  Malaya  and  the  Belgian  Congo. 

LIVESTOCK  MD  AJIIMAL  PHDHJCTS 

ARGENTINA  SETS  NEW  mTE  OF  EXCHANGE 
FOR  CANNED  MEAT  EXPOi?rS 

A  free  rate  of  exchange  for  all  vacuum  sealed  canned  meats  was 
announced  by  the  Central  Bank  effective  September  2,  1952^  according 
to  C.  C.  Wilson,  Assistant  Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Buenos 
Aires.    The  new  free  rate  is  currently  about  1,398  pesos  per  100  U.S. 
dollars  (one  peso  ~  7.153  U.S.  cents)  compared  to  the  previously  effective 
500  and  750  pesos  per  100  U.S.  dollars.    Included  are  canned  beef,  mutton, 
pork,  poultry  in  general,  and  practically  all  specialties  such  as  canned 
tongue,  offal  items,  meat  balls,  and  mixed  meat  and  vegetable  products. 

Canned  corned  beef,  the  major  item,  is  priced  to  the  United  Kingdom 
under  the  bulk  contract  and  elsewhere  mostly  at  specified  minimum 
Argentine  Trade  Promotion  Institute  (lAPl)  export  pricus. 

The  new  rate  raised  the  peso  price  for  corned  beef  to  frigorlficos 
for  sales  other  than  to  England  to  about  equal  that  received  from  ship- 
ments under  the  expired  United  Kingdom  agreement.    Corned  beef  export 
demand  was  ample  until  August  I8  when  lAPI's  minimum  prices  were  increased 
50  U.S.  cents  per  case.    Many  believe  this  raise  priced  Argentine  corned 
beef  out  of  the  United  States  market  find  there  have  been  only  small  sales 
to  destinations  other  than  the  United  States  since  the  August  increase. 

Present  minimum  lAPI  prices  for  corned  beef  f .o.b.  Buenos  Aires  are 
as  follows: 


Per  case  Per  lb. 

U.S.  dollars  U.S.  cents 

Canned  Corned  Beef  kQ/l2  oz.  cans,  1st  grade  ...    II+.50  k-0.3 

"       "        "        "      ^nd      "      ...     1-^.53  37.6 

"    12/6  lb.        "      1st      "      ...    25.65  35.6 

"     ■  "        "        "      2nd      "      ...     2k.h^  3^.0 
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The  export  of  specialty  products  which  move  at  uncontrolled  prices  should 
be  encouraged  by  the  now  rate.    Argentine  canned  tongue,  sausages,  meat 
spreads,  and  cured  itemo  have  had  diiTiculty  in  competing  witli  exports  frcan 
otlier  sources  but  are  now  expo c ted  to  find  ample  foreign  markets. 

Canned  offal  h'ls  never  been  a  very  populai-  export  but  some  may  move  under 
the  new  rate.    Canned  poultry  operations  are  not  important  and  will  probably 
remain  unaffected  by  the  new  rate . 

For  other  meat  items  the  applicable  exchange  rate  remains  at  500  pesos 
to  100  U.S.  dollars  for  chilled,  frozwn,  and  cured  m':i!it3. 

Ul^UGU^YMJ  WOOI,  SITUATION 
NOT  IMPROVED 

The  August  wool  mfirket  was  relatively  (juiet  in  Uruguay  and  was  character- 
ized by  smoll  lot  buyias  "with  only  7,0^1  bales  of  greasy  and  washed  wool  and 
3,589  balos  of  tops  approved  by  the  Contralor  for  export  during  that  month, 
according  to  Dale  Ffirringor,  Agricultural  Attache,  American  Embassy,  Montevideo. 
Interest  continued  only  for  finer  wool  with  marketings  of  coarser  grades  almost 
at  a  standstill.    Tho  slowness  of  thu  August  market  la  due  in  large  part, 
according  to  tra.do  sources,  to  prices  uncortaintios  brought  about  by  offshore 
buyers  awaiting  tlcio  opening  of  Australian  auctions  on  September  1. 

So  ff'r  this  season  (October  1  -  August  31)  tiie  Contralor  has  approved  sales 
and  export  permits  for  67,832  bales  of  greasy  and  washed  wool  witli  31,^29  bales 
for  the  United  States  and  the  remainder  for  all  other  dostineitions .    Wool  top 
permits  for  the  same  11 -month  period  amounted  to  35,5^2  Isales  including  24,783 
bales  for  the  United  States. 

Total  wool  exports  amounted  to  only  37,011  bales  during  the  first  11  months 
of  the  1951-52  wool  year  against  152,228  bales  for  tlie  same  period  a  year  ago. 
The  United  Sta.tes  was  by  far  the  leading  destination  taking  52,773  bales  this 
season  and  117, lU3  bales  a  year  ago. 

For  the  1951-52  wool  year  (11  montho)  wool  top  shipments  amounted  to  26,765 
bales  of  the  87,011  export  total  while  greasy  and  washed  madu  up  5^,857  bales 
and  all  other  processed  5,389  bales.    During  the  October -August  period,  approxi- 
mately kO  percent  of  all  wool  oxports  consisted  of  tops  (raw  wool  basis).  Top 
ex]^orts  have  gone  almost  entirely  to  the  United  States  --  22,753  bales  to  that 
destination  out  of  a  tot?Al  of  26,765  bales  to  all  destln.ations . 

Wool  stocks  (195I-52  clip)  In  -jH  positions,  pending  export,  are  estimated 
to  totil  between  90  million  pounds  and  100  million  pounds  (gi^easy  wool),  or  about 
half  of  the  last  clip.    Tiie  stock  situation  is  complicated  by  txie  addition  of  some 
185  million  pounds  to  195  million  pounds  of  new  clip  wool  (1952-53  season)  for 
which  shearing  has  already  begun  in  several  localities.    Unless  wool  moves  in 
volume  soon,  the  impact  of  tiiu  new  clip  will  be  felt  on  storage  facilities  and 
members  of  the  trade  predict  that  by  late  December  wai-ehouae  space  will  be  ex- 
hausted.   The  inability  to  store  wool  may  force  many  powers  to  sell  regardless 
of  price,  according  to  a  trade  aoui'ce . 
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Another  factor  whloh  may  bring  on  early  aales  thie  year  is  the  present 
reluctance  of  the  Eank  of  the  Republic  to  admnoe  loans  on  wool.  During 
the  1951-52  season  it  will  be  recalled  tliat  Ba,nlc  loans  permitted  raany 
producers  to  hold  their  wool  off  the  rrjaricet. 

UElGimXAN  WOOL  AND  WOOL 
TOP  EXPOi^l^  SITUATION 

During  the  firot  8  months  of  1952  wool  exports  (all  types)  totaled 
79,565  bales  of  which  the  United  States  took  i^9,312  ba,les.    Greasy  and 
washed  wools  constituted  ^2,lk6  bales  (appro:xlmately  52.9  million  pounds) 
of  tile  total  export  to  all  destinations  with  tops,  blouses  and  other 
processed  wool  making  up  in  aggregate  27, if  19  bales  (approximately  i6,3 
million  pounds) . 

Wool  eiportfl  x-eached  a  monthly  peak  in  July  as  a  result  of  relatively 
heavy  United  States  and  British  purchases  in  this  market  and  willingness 
of  many  growers  to  sell  ao  offering  prices  were  advanced  upward  due  in 
part  to  the  lifting  of  most  export  duties  and  taxes  last  May  on  ^?reaQy 
and  washed-  wool. 

Top  shipments  reached  an  export  peak  in  April  with  3,931  lia.les 
moving  to  the  United  States  in  that  month  alone.     In  .Ms.y  and  June 
exports  tapered  off  as  will  be  observed  from  the  table  belov/.  This 

downswing  was  brought  about  by  lower  prices  offered  by  offshore   

buyers  and  the  general  confusion  in  this  market  over  the  2,35  pesos 
to  one  dollar  export  exchange  rate. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  Uruguayan  officials  declared  an  embargo 
period  from  April  k  to  ^5ay  28  during  which  time  the  Conti^lor  could  not 
approve  either  sales  permits  or  export  licenses  for  wool  tops,  and  that 
only  shipments  approved  prior  to  April  h  could  move  into  export  oiiannels. 
The  embai'go  was  lifted  on  May  23  by  government  decree  which  permitted 
nonnal  I'esumption  of  top  sales  and  exports  but  at  the  lover  exchange  rate 
of  2,lp  pesos  to  one  dollar.    By  July  the  production  and  export  of  tops, 
as  well  as  by-products  ©f  top  manufacture  (such  as  blouses,  wastes,  and  noil 
were  restored  to  near -April  levels,  although  processors  claimed  opex'ational 
losses  at  the  2.15  rate  which  has  been  decreed  effective  through  September 
30,  1952,  the  end  of  the  current  (1951-5*2)  wool  year. 

Well  over  a  third  of  Uruguay's  total  wool  exports  this  year  liave 
consl steel  of  tops,  moving  at  the  preferential  exchange  rates  previously 
cited.    On  the  other  liand,  greasy  and  washed  wool  shipments,  which  still 
oomprine  the  bulk  of  Uruguayan  total  wool  exportn,  have  been  held  at  the 
1.519  peso  to  one  dollar  excliange  rate,  which  these  exporters,  as  well 
as  many  estancieros,  claim  discriminatory,  and  are  seeking  a  1,90  rate. 
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TOPS  AND  PROCESSED  WOOL:    Exports  from  Uruguay 
to  the  United  States  -  January -August  1952  l/ 

(Bales) 

Blousses  card 


1952 

Tops 

waate^ 

January,. 

1,582 

200 

February 

1,o4h 

217 

March 

2,364 

275 

April 

3,931 

339 

May 

2,760 

366 

June 

1,8U6 

242 

July 

3,367 

493 

August  ■ 

2,760 

441 

Totals 

20,454 

2,573 

l/.  In  addition,  4,402  bales  of  tops,  blouasea,  card  waste)  etc.  movyd  to 
otlier  destinations  during  the  8  month  period. 


IMPROVED  EGG  STORAGE 
PLANNED  FOR  PHILIPPINES 

According  to  reports  published  In  Manila  the  National  Poultry  and 
Livestock  Cooperative  Association  of  the  Philippines  plana  to  establish 
a  $50,000  refrigerated  warehousing  system.    It  is  to  be  used  primarily 
to  stabilize  egg  supplies  and  prices,  to  minimize  egg  spoilage  and  to 
expand  the  mai'ket  for  eggs.    It  is  hoped  that  tlie  system  also  will 
facllitat©  egg  marketing  by  providing  an  improved  basis  for  securing  . 
credit. 


TOBACCO 

CUBAN  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION  REVISED 
UPWARD,  EXPORTS  LOWER 

Cuba's  1951-52  tobacco  crop  is  preliminarily  estimated  at  4  percent 
above  earlier  forecasts  according  to  L.  Jenkins,  American  Embassy, 
Havana.    Exports  of  leaf  during  January -Juno  1952  decreased  11  percent 
as  compared  with  the  corresponding  1951  period. 

Preliminary  estimates  for.  the  1951-52  places  leaf  production  at 
78  million  pounds  (st-alked,  unstemmed  weight)  compared  with  an  earlier, 
forecast  of  75  million  pounds.    However,  recent  reports  indicate  that 
the  final  production  estimates  may  be  oven  higher.    This  increase  may 
be  attributed  to  the  failure  to  hold  the  sun -grown  crop  close  to  the 
65.9  million  pounds  limit  which  was  a  result  of  the  higher  minimum 
prices  and  the  failure  to  put  into  effect  production  controls  outlined 
in  Governmental  decree  no.  13  of  December  23,  1951. 
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Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  Janus,ry-June  1952  totaled 
21.1  million  pounds  as  ooi%ared  with  nearly  23.9  million  pounds  for  tiie 
,  corresponding  1951  period.    The  United  States  continued  to  be  the  largest 
export  destination  during  the  first  iialf  of  1952  by  taking  10.3  million 
pounds  or  h9  percent  of  total  leaf  exported.     Spain  was  the  second  most 
important  outlet  taking  slightly  over  6.0  million  pounds  or  29  percent 
of  leaf  exports.    In  addition  to  leaf  Cuba  exported  13.1  million  cigars, 
11.1  million  cigarettes  and  3^660  pounds  of  smoking  tobacco  during  the 
first  half  of  1952. 

COTTON  Am)  OTHER  FIBER 

U.K.  1951-52  COTTON  IMPORTS 
SOMEWHAT  BELOW  1950-51 

Imports  of  cotton  into  the  United  Kingdom  during  1951-52  amounted 
to  1,818,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  8  percent  less  than  the  1,978,000 
bales  imported  in  1950-51.    Of  the  total  1951-52  imports,  681,000  bales 
originated  in  the  United  States  compared  with  only  293,000  bales  in  the 
preceding  season  when  United  States  export  controls  were  in  force.  Imports 
from  the  Anglo -Egyptian  Sudan,  totaling  308,000  bales,  were  considerably 
above  those  of  the  preceding  year,     Shipments  from  British  East  Africa 
were  likewise  somewhat  higher  than  in  1950-51.    However,  imports  from  all 
other  major  countries  were  considerably  smaller  tlian  in  the  preceding  year,. 

Egypt  accounted  for  only  k  percent  of  the  total  1951-52  imports 
compared  with  21  percent  in  1950-51.    The  sharp  decline  in  imports  of 
Egyptian  cotton  may  be  attributed  to  the  existence  of  lirge  stocks  of 
Egyptian  cotton  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  relatively  high  prices  of 
Egyptian  cotton.    These  factors,  together  with  the  availability  of  long 
staple  cotton  from  the  Anglo -Egyptian  Sudan  at  much  lower  prices,  con- 
tributed to  the  increase  in  imports  from  that  area„ 

Other  important  sources  of  cotton  during  1951-52  wej*e  Brazil,  British 
East  Africa,  Peru,  Mexico,  imports  from  each  of  which  amounted  to  over 
100,000  bales.     Import  data  for  the  past  2  seasons,  together  with  an 
average  for  193^-38  and  19^5-^9  are  shown,  by  countries,  in  the  accompanying 
table . 

Consumption  of  raw  cotton  during  1951-52  totaled  1,753,000  bales,  a 
decline  of  382,000  bales  from  1950-51.    This  reduction  was  due  entirely 
to  reduced  consumption  during  the  first  half  of  1952  as  the  rate  of  .con- 
sumption during  the  last  half  of  1951  closely  paralleled  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding year.    The  sharp  decline  in  consumption  since  January  1952  reflects 
the  world-wide  recession  in  textile  export  demand  which  was  more  pronounced 
'in  the  United  Kingdom  tlian  in  many  other  countries,  due  in  part  to  restric- 
tions on  imports  imposed  by  some  of  the  countries  within  the  British 
Commonwealth. 
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There  are  some  indications  of  an  improvement  in  the  textile  industry 
in  the  United  Kingdom.    Wholesale  and  retail  stocks  have  declined  somewhat 
from  the  high  level  of  early  1952  and  some  increase  is  evident  in  the 
demand  for  textile  products.    Curtailed  mill  activity  has  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  skilled  textile  workers,  many  of  whom  have  gone  to  defense  and 
other  industries.    Some  representatives  of  the  trade  have  expressed  anxiety 
over  whether  sufficient  skilled  workers  would  be  available  when  more 
normal  mill  operations  are  resumed.    The  extent  to  which  mill  activity 
may  increase  will  depend  primai'ily  on  the  demand  of  the  home  market  as 
the  export  trade  is  expected  to  be  slow  in  reviving.    During  recent 
yeai's  about  25  percent  of  the  total  production  of  cotton  cloth  has  been 
exported  but  competition  from  other  textile  exporting  countries  is  now 
stronger  than  at  any  time  since  the  War. 


UX^ITED  KINGIX)M:    Imports  of  cotton  by  countries  of 
origin;  averages  193*1-38  and  19*+5-^9; 
annual  I95O-51  and  1951-52 

 (Equivalent  bales  of  5QQ  pounds  gross)  


Year  beginning  August  1 


Country  of  origin 


193^^-38 


Averages 

191+5-1^9 


:  1,000 

:  bales 

• 

Anglo -Egyptian  Sudan  :  155 

Belgian  Congo,  •  1/ 

Brazil  :  ~  232 

British  East  Africa  :  2^ 

British  West  Africa  •  26 

Egypt..   581^ 

India   hO'J 

Other  British  Countries  :  1/ 

Pakistan  :  2/ 

Peru  :  178 

Soviet  Union  :  if 

United  States  :  1,108 

Other  Countries  ik/  126 


I 


Total  ;  2,850 


1950-51 


If  any,  included  in  Other  Countries. 
Two-year  average,    k/    Argentina  50, 
5/    Mexico  102,  Syria  50. 


:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  bales 

:  bales 

•  bales 

:  19^ 

:  207 

:  308 

:  70 

53 

;  i^2 

:  330 

229 

:  152 

:  99 

:  133 

:  hi 

:  Ih 

53 

:  378 

:  k06 

72 

:          99  ' 

17 

:  77 

88  • 

5 

':3J       66  : 

30  ' 

2/ 

:          78  : 

151 

119 

:3/       36  : 

y  = 

y 

:         i^87  : 

293  : 

181 

:            0  : 

5/      331  : 

6/  176 

:  1,826 

1/978  ; 

.  1,818 

1951-52 


2/    India  and  Pakistan. 
5/    Argentina  38,  Syria  20 


Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  official 
reports. 
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Effective  SoptemlDer  1,  I9I?'^^  new  arrauGemonto  for  cotton  purciiasee  were 
Inaugurated  following  the  government '  e  adceptaiioe  of  recommendationa  by 
the  Cotton  Import  Oommittoe  which  provided  upinnere  an  optional  method  of 
buying  cotton.    Spinners  were  permitted  to  oloot  for  the  year  ahead  whether 
'  to  laake  their  puixjliaoea  through  the  i'tew  Cotton  GommiBBioa  (as  heretofore) 
I  or  on  their  ciwn  aocjouiite,    Informtion  available  indicates  that  about  29       ,  ■ 
percent  of  the  total  imports  during  the  next  19  months  may  be  purchased 
directly  (or  through  merchants).    The  Paw  Cotton  CommisBioa  will  still  act 
•as  purchasing  agent  for  the  remaining  71  percent  of  the  total  imports  during 
the  12  months,  beginning  September  1,  19!?2, 

1951-52  COTTON  CONSmiPTION  IN 
FRANCE  EQUALS  1950-51  TOTAL 

Consumption  of  cotton  in  France  during  1951-52  amounted,  to  1,202,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross),  according  to  Fredericlr  R.  fungoid  of  the  American 
Embassy  Staff,  Paris,    This  is  about  equal  to  the  total  of  1,205,000  bales 
consumed  during  the  preceding  season  but  consumption  during  the  first  half 
of  the  season  was  considerably  above  the  1950-51  level  but  there  was  a  sharp 
reduction  in  mill  activity  during  the  laut  half.    The  downward  trend  in 
monthly  consumption  from  a  season  high  of  123,000  bales  in  January  1952  con- 
tinued through  July,  I'eflecting  a  continued  weakness  in  consumer  and  export 
demand  for  textile  products.    The  July  consumption  in  French  spinning  mills 
amounted  to  only  69,000  bales;  however,  part  of  this  decline  may  be  attributed 
to  the  closing  of  mills  for  the  annual  va,cation  period, 

Total  imports  in  1951-52  totaled  1,206,000  belles,  an  increase  of  183,000 
'bales  over  1950-51.    Of  the  1951-52  total,  353,000  bales  were  received  from 
the  United  States  compared  with  i|69,000  a  year  earlier,    On  the  other  hand, 
quantities  received  from  Mexico  were  considerably  larger  during  the  pa.st 
season  (201,000  boles  in  1951-52  8,gainet  onl.j  29,000  in  1950-51).    Most  of 
the  shipments  from  Mexico  were  made  under  a  ba,i'ter  arrangement,  cotton  and 
other  products  being  shipped  from  Mexico  in  excliange  for  certain  manufactiired 
products  from  France,    Other  impoi'tant  sources  of  cotton  in  1951-52  were  the 
French  Colonies  and  Egypt,  imports  from  which  amounted  to  151,000  and  129,000 
teles,  respectively, 

Iii5)ortB  have  declined  during  recent  months  and  inventories  at  the  end 
of  the  past  season  (July  31,  1952)  amounted  to  265,000  bales,  somewhat  below 
the  313,000  bales  held  at  the  beginning  of  the  1951-52  season. 

Representatives  of  the  trade  are  mildly  optimistic  in  regard  to  a 
possible  improvement  in  the  Fx'ench  textile  situation.    A  moderate  increase 
In  the  demand  for  cotton  is  expected  during  the  fall  and  winter. 
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¥3Ryt>  COTTOjil  PBICES 


Spot  cotton-price  quoVatloni 
converted  at  ciiffrenj 


on  certain  world  markets 
rates  of  exchange 


Market  location 
kind,  md  quality 


Egypt,  Alexandria 

Aahraomii,  FG.  .  . 

Aslimouni,  Good. 

AshmoTml,  FGF .  . 

Karnak,  FG  

Kamak,  Good.  .  . 

Karnak,  FGI'  

India,  Bombay 

Jarila,  Fine. . . 

Broach  Vijoy,  P'ine. 
Pakistan Karachi 

^F  Punjab,  SG,  Fine 

289F  Sind,  SG,  Fine 

289F  Punjab,  SG^  Fine 
Turkey^  Izmir 

Acala  I .  .  ,  ,  . 

Acala  II  

Turkey,  Adana 

Acala  I  

Peru,  Lima 

Tanguis,  Type  3-1 

Tant;;uls,  Type  5  •  • 

Pima,  Type  1  

Brazil,  Recife 

Mata,  Type  k.  . .  .  . 

Sertao,  Type  k. . . 
Brazil,  Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Paulo,  Type  5 
Mexico,  ^^-"i  tamoros 

Middlojig,  1-1/32" 
Mexico,  Torreon 

Middling   I5/16"  . 
U.S.A.,  Ho  US  ton- Gal 


veston-Nev  Orleans 
Middling,  I5/I6".. 


av. 


Date 
1952 


9-25 
ti 

It 

II 

II 

II 


Unit  ff 
weight- 


Kan  tar 
99.05 


Pound 


Unit  of 
currency 


Tallari 
It 


Price  in 
foreign 
currency 


70,55 
66.30 

62,55 
92.55 
B2,55 


E  qui  y . 
Spot 
quo- 
tation 


4.0.66 
38.21 
36.05 
53.33 

4.7,57 


(not  quoted) 


, Candy 

II 

II 

;   fo4  IDs. 

,  Ru.p  ee 

'1/ 

730.00 

:  19.^3 

:  10,65 

II 

,  ti 

,  11 

12/ 

8/5. 00 

!  22,50 

:  10,65 

iMaund 

82.28  lbs. 

II 

(not  qu 

Dted) 

II 

II 

II 

V 

11 

.  II 

II 

II 

ft 

.  II 

Kilogram 

-25 

:  2.20U6  lbs. 

iKurus 

270,00 

!  ^3.7/, 

"  : 

II 

It 

24.0,00 

,  38.88 

II  ; 

11 

It 

252.00 

1  4.0.82  ' 

Sp .  quintal 

-23 

101.1+  lbs. 

;Sol 

(not  quoted) 

11  . 

II  , 

II 

II 

It 

11  • 

If 

If 

It  ; 

II 

Arroba  : 

-25  I 

33.07  lbs.  : 

Cruzeiro' 

H 

290,00 

47.71  : 

2,4-^0  ad 

II  . 

II 

II 

u 

360,00  : 

59.23  : 

valorem 

II  . 

It 

n  , 

298,00 

.  49.03  : 

3.0^',;  ad 

valorem 

II  . 

Pound 

Cent (US) : 

38.17  : 

Sp.  quintal  ; 

11  . 

101.1+  lbs.  : 

Peso  : 

283,00  : 

32.44-  : 

/^,80 

Cent 


XXXIX 


38.32 


USy^  a  lb. 
Export  & 
intermed 
ate  taxe 


5.88 
5.38 
5.88 
8,76 
8.76 


Quotations  of  foreign  markets  and  taxes  reported  by  cable  from  U.S.  Foreign  Service 
posts  abroad.    U.S.  quotations  from  designated  spot  markets. 
1/    Reported  730.00  to  760,00  (20.23).    Ceiling  820.00  (21.83). 
2/    Reported  8-45.00  to  85O.OO  (22.63).    Ceiling  925.00  (24,. 63). 

iJ    New  crop  NT  Sind,  rupees  102,00  (37./40);  taxes  6,93  U.S.  cents.    Old  crop  floor 

prices  unchanged. 
ij    Nominal . 

^    Price  is  for  Matamoros  District  cotton  delivered  uncompressed,  ex-v.rar chouse, 
Bro-vTOSville,  Texas,  Mexican  export  taxes  paid.    For  shipside  Il/D  add  0,64.  cent 
a  pound. 
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GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

CANADA  REVISES 
GEAIN  ESTIMATES 

Canada's  1952  grain  crop,  taeed  on  conditions  August  31,  is  slightly- 
larger  than  earlier  expectations.    According  to  the  second' estimate  of 
production,  released  by  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistica  September  l6, 
wheat,  oats,  and  mixed  grains  are  moderately  above  the  first  official 
estimates,  while  barley  and  rye  show  little  change  from  the  first  estimate, 
reported  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  August  25-    The  cui'rent  esti- 
mates include  the  first  official  appraisal  of  this  year's  harvest  of 
corn  and  buckwheat. 

While  grain  harvesting  was  considerably  further  advanced  at  the 
end  of  August  than  at  that  time  in  1951,  w©t,  cool  weather  during  the 
first  half  of  September  delayed  ripening  of  late  sown  grain  and  has 
interfered  with  harvesting  operations.    Considerable  quantities  of 
grain  remained  to  be  harvested  in  mid-September,  especially  in 
Saskatchewan  and  Alberta,  and  tiie  report  points  out  that  an  extended 
period  of  favorable  weather  would  be  required  to  ensure  realization  of 
current  estimates. 

Wheat  production  is  now  estimated  at  675  million  bushels,  19 
million  bushels  above  the  first  estimate  and  about  110  million- bushels 
above  the  previous  record  harvest  in  1928.    Compared  with  the  large 
1951  outturn,  this  new  record  crop  shows -a  net  increase  of  122  million 
bushels.    Of  that  increase,  92  million  bushels  are  reported  for 
Saskatchewan,  2k  million  for  Alberta  and  6  for  Manitoba.    In  all 
eastern  Provinces,  except  Ontario,  also  in  British  Columbia,  wheat  pro- 
duction is  less  than  the  good  1951  harvest.    The  increase  in  winter 
wheat  in  Ontario  offsets  general  reductions  in  spring  wheat  production 
outside  the  Prairie  Provinces.    Reductions  in  the  east  were  the  result 
of  unseasonable  weather,  which  interfered  with  seeding,  plant  growth 
and  harvesting. 

The  increase  of  19  million  bushels  over  the  first  wheat  estimate 
is  due  principally  to  improved  prospects  in  Saskatchewan.    The  wheat 
crop  in  this  ranking  wheat  Province  is  now  estimated  at  ^17  million 
bushels.-    This  is  larger  than  an  average  wheat  hajrvest  for -the  whole 
of  Canada.    Prospects  also  improved  in  Manitoba,  but  the  increase  to 
58  million  in  current  crop  was  offset  by  a  reduction  in  Alberta,  where 
the  current  estimate  places  this  year's  harvest  at  I76  million  bushels. 

The  anticipated  average  yield  for  the  Prairie  Provinces  is  set  at 
the  near -record  figure  of  25.8  bushels  per  acre.    Relatively  high 
yields  of  winter  wheat -in  Ontario  bring  the  expected  average  for  the 
country  to  26  bushels  per  acre,  10  bushels  above  the  long-time  average 
for  Canada. 
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Production  of  oats  is  now  estimated  at  ^+7**  million  bushels,  1^+ 
million  bushels  less  than  in  195^-    Decreased  production  ia  estimated 

for  all  PiTOvlnces  except  Manitoba,  Saskatchev/an  and  British  Columbia. 
The  decrease  from  the  1951-  harvest  is  caused  by  reduced  acreage,  with 
average  j'ields  up  1.9  bushels  per  acre,  bringing  the  country's  average 
to  k2.9  bushels.    The  long-time  average  is  3I  bushels  per  acre. 

The  barley  crop  is  estimP.ted  at  the  all-time  record  of  295  million 
bushels.    This  is  about  50  million  bushels  larger  than  the  1951  production 
and  exceeds  the  previous  record  of  259  million  bushels  in  19^2  by  36 
million.    Production  is  up  significantly  in  all  except  eastern  Provinces.  . 
Increased  acreage  and  higher  yields  in  the  k  western  Provinces  account 
for  the  gain.    Total  acreage  in  the  east  is  down,  and  yields  are  sharply 
below  those  of  1951.    For  the  country  as  a  whole  yields  are  estimated 
at  3^-8  bushels  per  acre  compared  with  31' 3  bushels  a  year  ago. 

All  rye  is  estimated  at  2)+-.5  million  bushels,  one  of  the  lej:'geat 
crops  of  record.    Increased  acreage  and  larger  yields  of  both  fall 
and  spring  rye  account  for  the  increase  of  about  a  third  over  the 
1951  harvest  of  17.6  million  bushels.    Yields  for  all  rye  averaged  per  acre 
19.5  pel'  bushelas  compar&i  with  15  .7  bushein  last  year. 

Production  of  mixed  grains  is  down  fi'om  that  of  a  year  ago  since 
this  crop  is  grown  principally  in  the  oast,  where  conditions  were 
generally  unfavorable  this  yetjr.    The  current  crop  is  placed  at  63.3 
million  bushels  compared  with  68.5  a  year  ago.    Acreage  shows  a  slight 
Increase,  but  yields  arc  estimated  at  ij-0.3  bushels  per  acre,  k.6  bushels 
under  those  of  1951. 

Shelled  corn  is  estimated  at  I8.I  million  bushels,  the  largest 
corn  crop  since  I9II  and  2.1  million  above  the  I951  outturn.    The  bulk 
of  this  crop  is  grown  in  Ontario  with  a  minor  proportion  reported  in 
Manitoba.    Both  acreage  and  yields  show  moderate  Increases  over  the 
1951  harvest. 

Buckwheat  production  at  2.8  million  bushels  shows  a  very  slight 
reduction  from  the  I951  harvest.    This  is  because  of  a  slight  acreage 
reduction  and  0  minor  reduction  in  yields. 

U.  S.  EICE  EXPORTS  RISE 

TO  UNPRF.CEDEOTED  LEVEL  - 

United  States  exports  of  milled  rice  in  the  marketing  season  Just 
ended  totaled  17,179,000  bags  (100  pounds),  a  sharp  increase  from  the 
previous  record  of  11,221,000  bags  of  2  years  ago.    Exports  were  more 
than  k-  times  as  large  as  the  heavy  shipments  of  rice  during  the  war 
period,  when  United  States  rice  production  expanded  to  meet  foreign 
needs,  and  represented  a  volume  3  times  larger  than  average  exports  be- 
fore the  war. 
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Tho  niarkea  rls^  in  oxporta  in  tlie  1951-52  marketing  season  (Augus-c- 
July)  Is  attributed  to  an  increased  demand  for  rice  in  the  deficit 
countries  of  Asia.    At  tlie  same  time  exports  declined  to  the  normal 
zaarkets  for  United  States  rice.    For  the  first  time  on  record,  United 
States  rice  trade  to  Western  Hemisphere  countries  was  siurpassed  hy  that 
to  the  other  continents,  and  Cuba  did  not  hold  the  position  as  by  far 
tlie  largest  taker  of  American  rice.  "Shipments  to  Cuba  were  the  smallest 
since  19^4-6-^7,  with  its  share  of  our  total  exports  dropping  to  only  30 
percent  ss  compared  with  77  percent  in  tiio  preceding  year.    Exports  to 
tho  countries  of  Europe  also  were  below  tlie  level  of  tho  last  3  years. 

Japan  was  the  principal  importer  of  United  States  rice  last  season, 
followed  by  Cubs,  Korea,  Indonesia,  Ceylon,  and  Canada.    The  rice  shipped 
to  Japan  amounted  to  31  percent  of  United  States  exports  and  totaled  more 
than  half  the  10,900,000  bags  exported  to  all  countries  of  the  Far  East. 
For  pui'poses  of  comparison,  taking  into  consideration  that  large  quan- 
tity shipped  to  Asia  last  year,  only  71T>0C0  bags  were  exported  in  a 
year  earlier,  and  around  3,000,000  bags  was  the  average  of  tho  volume 
exported  annually  in  the  5  years  following  World  War  II,  when  rice  trade 
was  first  begun  in  significant  quantities  from  tlie  United  States  to  tho 
Far  East. 

ElCQ  exports  during  July  1952  totaled  l,i;l3,000  bags,  consisting 
of  2,000  bags  of  rough  rice  (1,300  in  terms  of  milled);  107,000  bags  of 
milled  rice  containing  not  over  25  percent  whole  kernels;  and  1,30^4-, 000 
bags  of  milled  rice,  containing  over  25  percent  whole  kernels.  The 
principal  counti'ies  of  dos-'.inatlon  for  July  exports  were  (in  1,000  bags 
of  100  pounds):    Canada  I6;  Cuba  983;  RetJierlanda  Antilles  1;  Indonesia 
207;  Japan  177;  Belgium  and  Luxembourg  3;  total  Europe       British  West 
Indies  1;  Indonesia  207;  Japan  177;  Ceylon  9,  and  Saudi  Arabia  11. 

Monthly  exports  of  rice  during  the  marketing  year  were  as  follows  in 
1,000  bags:    August  l,ll6;  September  1,336:  October  1,579;  November 
1,915;  r>ecember  909;  Janurj:y  895;  February  1,932;  March  972;  April  1,295; 
May  2,53*+;  June  1,211,  and  July  l,Ul3. 


